
 
ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

6591 ORANGE DRIVE  DAVIE, FLORIDA 33314-3399  
PHONE: 954.797.1034  FAX: 954.797.2061  WWW.DAVIE-FL.GOV 

 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 

TO: Mayor & Town Council  
  
FROM: Kenneth S. Cohen 
  
SUBJECT: Community Chest Information for discussion at the March 1st 

Town Council Meeting 
  
DATE: March 22, 2006  
  
  
 
Attached, please find information from various municipalities regarding funding 
requests from charitable and/or non-for-profit organizations.  Coral Springs 
seems to have a solid program operating for approximately 16 years, very 
successful in the last couple of years.  We are continuing to receive information 
and it will be passed on for your review once we receive it in this office.     
 
 
KSC:cmo 
Attachment:  



DONATIONS TO CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION 
(e-mail responses) 

 
 
Aventura Commission has a policy not to make charitable donations. 
 
Boca Raton Donations are part of the City budget (general fund / non-

divisional / human/community services organizations).  At 
the tentative budget public hearing, 501c3 charities come 
before Council to appeal for allocations.  For this fiscal 
year, Council awarded $422,300 to 30 different charities. 

 
Cooper City No Response 
 
Coconut Creek In the past, it has been that the organization must receiving 

matching funds and, of course, provide services to our 
residents; however, during last budget process there was 
discussion regarding handling this a little differently (e.g., 
there would be a set amount from which the Commission 
could decide to whom it should be given and it would not 
necessarily be an organization that receives matching 
funds.  That hasn't occurred yet, though, and whatever 
happens, it will be through our budget process.   

 
Coral Springs See attached packet  
 Pat has been involved in the Community Chest program for 

about 16 years.  They do not charge annual membership 
fees and their board consists of 10 members - 100% 
volunteer.  The members are recommended by their 
commission, but the board interviews each member and 
asks that they bring a resume.  They also ask them what 
they can bring to the committee as they do not want any 
members that sit and do nothing.  After the applicant leaves 
the room, the committee votes as to whether they want 
them on the board or not, this all depends on what they can 
bring to the board (members include a bank, mortgage 
company, Hallmark cards, etc. and all members are very 
active).  They raise most of their money through fund-
raising, but the City of coral Springs gives them 60,000 
each year.  Last year they raised over $40,000 through 
fund-raising.  some of the events were grand opening where 
a $20.00 contribution was given to the community chest for 
every person that attended.  A Jewelry store celebrated their 
25th anniversary and owner called to advise he wanted to 
give back to the city of where he did business for over 20 
years.  Pat also said that the media played a big role in 



getting the word out and most all new developers that come 
into the city, want to make a contribution toward the 
community chest.  She said that they do not solicit anyway, 
and it has taken a long time to get their name out there, but 
almost all grand openings or anniversary celebrations, she 
constantly gets calls about making contribution toward 
back to the community chest. 

  
 
 
Dania Beach Human Relations Board - criteria is left up to the Board.  

We leave it up to the board members.  The City provides a 
certain amount of bus bench revenues for the board 
members to distribute to the different organizations.  They 
consider the services that each organization provides to the 
residents of our City and then they decide a percentage of 
the revenues for each organization.  Our Human Resources 
Manager is the board liaison and she coordinates the money 
issue with the Finance Director.  I hope this answers your 
question. 

 
Deerfield   The City of Deerfield Beach has traditionally followed a 
procedure of 

not including any new charitable organizations during the 
budget 

preparation process.  There are a number of agencies that 
are included 

in the budget and occasionally an elected official will add 
another 

organization if it receives the support of the other elected 
officials. 

Additionally, the level of funding is kept constant from the 
previous 

year with the exception of the Area Agency on Aging as we 
fund the "fair share" that they request from us.  We also 
receive many requests from organizations that we have not 
funded in the past and we do not add to our budget. 

 
Our total budget in our "Community Participation" division 
is $180,996 for fiscal year 2006.  Each agency/authority is 
allocated a specific amount.  For instance, $7,500 is 
budgeted for the Deerfield Symphony, $7,500 for Family 
Central, etc.  Each agency is then responsible for asking for 
the release of their approved funds after the fiscal year 
begins we do not automatically disburse the funds without 
request from the agency. 



 
Hollywood Uses the United Way.  The United Way administers the 

grants the City gives to the charities and they charge us an 
administrative fee. 

 
Lauderdale Lakes Lauderdale Lakes does handle charitable donations through 

the budget process. There is a limited (small) amount of 
money that the Commission uses to fund organization 
requests. 

 
Lauderhill Requests for donation from non-profits are sent to the 

Finance Director from the organization at budget time.  The 
Commission has a non-profit line item in their budget.  All 
requests go before the Commission and usually the same 
ones such as Area on Aging are approved year after year 
for matching funds. 

 
Lighthouse Point The City of Lighthouse Point does not have a Community 

Chest and we do not give money to any organizations. I 
asked my secretary to either fax or email the resolution we 
have that the Commission adopted stating that we do not 
donate money to charities. 

 
Manalapan $3,000 has been budgeted.  Town Manager presents the 

recommendations to the Town Commission for its 
approval. 

 
Marathon See attached Ordinance 
 
Margate There are a few listed in the budget; however, when 

requests come in during the year, the Mayor puts them on 
the agenda for Discussion and Possible Action items. 

 
Miami Springs Does not provide donations 
 
North Lauderdale CERTAIN DONATIONS ARE IN THE BUDGET ... 
AREA AGENCY 

ON AGING,  EARLY CHILDHOOD DEV., WOMEN IN 
DISTRESS, BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB.OTHERS ARE 
HANDLED ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS AS 
REQUESTS COME IN,  WITH THE COMMISSION 
VOTING TO DONATE OR NOT DONATE 

 
Palm Beach Gardens Budgets $500 for each school 
 



Pembroke Pines My understanding is that requests are handled on an item 
by item basis, 
and the funding comes out of special projects fund in the 

General 
Government section of the budget.  Most reoccurring 

contributions 
actually have their own line item in the budget. 

 
Plantation Charitable donations are part of the budget. 
 
Pinecrest Pinecrest has only made one charitable contribution - to the 

American Red Cross after Hurricane Katrina.  It has been 
the Village's general policy not to make charitable 
contributions. 

 
Port of Palm Beach  See Attached 
 
Surfside In the past donations have been handled on a case by case 

basis (when an  organization wants a donation they ask a 
Commissioner he brings it to the Commission at a 
meeting).  Some donations have been budgeted (i.e.: 
donation for dances to the PTA).  However, there was 
discussion at the last meeting that the Town may wish to 
change its policy to no donations.  The fear is that the 
requests are getting out of hand. 

 
Tamarac The amounts donated the previous year are included in the 

budget.  At budget workshops with the commission, they 
either give an expression of interest to go along with the 
amounts as they are presented in the budget or make 
changes.  Sometimes they add to the suggested amount, 
sometimes they take away.  There have been times when 
they have agreed to add a new charity or delete one.  
Basically, it is the commission's decision. 

 
Wilton Manors During the budget process, various civic groups will 

request contributions from the City.  Those that are 
approved become part of the budget and are distributed to 
the organizations as appropriate.  Items that come up during 
the year are separately presented to the Commission for 
consideration and voted upon based upon their merit. 

 
Tequesta We fund our contributions from the General Fund Budget, 

and have it on the agenda once a year.  The contribution 
amount was $11,000 for the past two years, and Council 
increased it to $40,000 (fiscal year) last month. 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 







 







 







 







 

















  


